The IEP

TIMES

Bringing the World to Eastern Mennonite University

April 26, 2007
WHAT'S HAPPENING?

April 26: Spring Semester Final Celebration
May 7: Summer Session Begins

May 11: Mini-Golf at Mulligan’'s Golf Center
May 19: Canoeing on the Shenandoah River

Speaking Our Minds

(Excerpts from per suasive essays written in the High
Intermediate Writing and Grammar Class)

In the United States, when people turn 16
years old, they are able to get a driver's licer@@e.the
other hand, in Japan people are not allowed taedxiv
car until age 18. | think that the driving age does
have to be raised in the U.S., because being able t
drive a car and go out will give teenagers a lot of
opportunities to know the real society. They Ww#l
able to work part-time after school and may need to
drive to the job where they can learn to be resptas
to use money, to be on time, and to deal with peopl
different ages.

Yana, Japan
High Intermediate Level

The best thing about mandatory military

service is that we become men. During two years we

experienced lots of things, for example, pain,grate,
yearning, valuable things. When | finished my duity
did not realize that | had become a man. | wasdrra
than before. My mind became strong.
Gi hun, Korea
High Intermediate Level

Dear immigrant, you have to learn English to
call the U.S. a home. Learn English and people wil
call you the immigrant, but not the alien. Go to
school; there are very good schools with ESL ckasse
You can study in the morning or evening. All you
have to do is find 3 or 4 hours each week for your
better future. Don’t be lazy and you will see tlood
results soon. Learning English at the beginning is
hard, painstaking work, but you have to build trase
for your life in the U.S.

Badir, Uzbekistan
High Intermediate Level

Harrisonburg, VA 22802

Smoking does not have any advantages.
Actually, as you know the disadvantages of smoking,
you should quit smoking for yourself and your famil
If you want help to quit, you can try participatiimga
program to quit smoking or you can try taking a
medicine. However, the most important thing is you
should make a resolution about quitting by youtself
Yojin, Korea
High Intermediate Level

What We Do When We're Not Studying

Last night, April 4, from 6 pm-8 pm, | and my
family, some IEP students, staff, teachers, andod®c
and professors met to listen to poetry being réad a
JMU'’s “Poetry for Peace.” The poems that were read
included poetry froniReading the Throne by Christi
Kramer, an IEP teacher. Professor Kakahama Askary,
James Madison University philosophy and religion
professor, read poetry from Iraq, Poetry for Peace.
This event was very interesting. In a traditional
Kurdish dress, Christi was beautiful.

Faiza, Yemen
Lower Intermediate Level

The “Ti-Jean and His Brothers Transports the
Audience to the Caribbean with a Musical Tale” play
at EMU was very interesting for me. There were
people playing animals and animals breaking out in
dance. It was a very musical show. It was a departu
to a place that is different and new for me. Tieater
department held two workshops on drumming and
dancing to better learn African and Caribbean music
styles. The stage was covered with sand and rice.
There was an old car that was involved in the play.
The story on the surface was very simple. Two rsgdi
from an impoverished family were challenged by the
devil. If they could make him feel a human emotion,
he would reward them by ensuring that never go
hungry. But if they lost, he would put them in the
trunk of a car. This was a very poetic, storyHtell
play. There were many characters in the play. The
mother with her three children, the butterfly-mtre
frog, the bird, the devil and two demons, thereever
also three kids playing the drums. The night wetwen



there were about 50 to 65 people who attended the China’s history, but it was confusing because ihtve

show. It was a good show; | really enjoyed it. back and forth in time.
Fredys, El Salvador Kai, China
Advanced Level Lower Intermediate Level
Today | met Kara, who is my conversation “Come See the Paradise” is an American

partner. First, we went to the Thursday Noon Music. history movie. Itis a movie about Japanese-Anagric
Her Friend, Eojin, played the piano and sang a.song culture. We can see how the first generation of
Eojin accompanied the violin concerto on the pidho. Japanese who have immigrated to the United States
was good. Then she sang to a piano accompaniment.have been able to integrate into American society.
The music was the “Sun and Moon” from the Miss  They have their own businesses and homes. They
Saigon. Eojin was an alto, and Donovan was a have educated their children with only American
baritone. Donovan’s voice really seemed to be as culture and most of them don’t know how to speak
strong as the sun and Eqgjin’s voice was deep and  Japanese.

beautiful as the moon. The sun and the moon never This is the story of Jack McGurn, an Irish
lived together, but they loved each other. Eojismwa  Immigrant, and Lily Kawamura, a Japanese-American.
really like Donovan’s girlfriend; their performarece Jack falls in love with Lily. There is a mixturé to
were so legitimate. After that, | listened to thesic cultures through marriage, even though Lily’s fathe

of Jonathan, who was and excellent pianist. Tdway disagrees with the wedding. When the war breaks ou
played the OPolichinelo that was written by Villa with Japan, the American authorities decide that th
Lobos. Jonathan played exceptional music in his Japanese immigrants must live in camps like war
superb technique. 1 like Villa Lobos’ guitar music prisoners. At that moment, the Japanese-Americans
and | have gone to concerts to listen to his music become enemies as if they are a danger to American
before. The guitarist played his music in JapamhJb  society.

didn’t know he wrote the piano music too. Today | A large problem raised in this movie is the
listened to his music that had various formatiakes | guestion of identity. The American Army needs more
different worlds. | enjoyed it very much. soldiers so they ask Japanese-Americans to goro wa
After the concert, we were walking on the campus, a but can they go to kill people of their own natio@?,
Kara took my pictures for her study. It was cdidit | if they grew up and aren’t Japanese citizens, they
was interested because she was like a real belong to the US so they must defend their country.
photographer. How can they juggle these two cultural identities?

After that day, Kara mailed me about Eojin’s What choice can they make, and how? Jack has the
song. It was a love song between an American goldie same problem, because he is married to a Japanese-
and Viethamese woman during Vietham War. | American woman and he is American.
thought they had really different destinies assine The movie is very interesting because it raises
and the moon. | want to watch this musical someday. a lot of questions and asks us to think about &ctua

Kazuko, Japan problems: war, identity and making choices.
Lower Intermediate Level Rachel, France
Advanced Level

TWO Thumbs Up' | really enjoyed American Culture this
(Film Reviews fromthe studentsin American Cultures  semester. This class was really deep with cultures.
through Film class) Because the US is an immigrant country, it has
@ become a multi-cultural country. | was hurt when |
&-’y saw the movie AMISTAD about slavery. When the
Europeans came in the US, they took Native American
| want to talk about the movie “The Joy Luck Clul.” land and started farms. Because of that, they ieede

like part of this movie, because it tells somehaf t some workers on those farms and plantations. Spanis
truth of the Chinese-American culture but, in my Dutch, etc., went to Africa to find workers, thesids
opinion, this movie shows just parts of the Chirese them to America. It was like the market. They
American’s life. It used a lot of stereotypes.r Fo exchanged brave people by giving cheap junk like

example, all the Chinese men were not good. All th guns to the king. During their trip, the Spanistindi
women were treated badly by their husbands. Bhisi treat the Africans like humans or animals, but like
stereotype that is not always true. It showed sofne  things. African people suffered a lot. Some died of



starvation, some were crushed. Hundreds of men,
women and children were locked together like things
The cargo hold was crowded with the African people
and the smell of many bodies together. The slaves
prayed for death. When they were sick, they wese ju
thrown overboard. But, in this film, there was one
brave man named Cinque who led others to rise up
against their captors aboard the salve ship, Anhista
He wanted them to be free and to go back to their

woman. To have a celebration, she must be vingih a
pure. They demonstrate what happens when this does
not happen. For example, Magdalena wasn't a virgin
and was also pregnant so her father kicked heofout

the house. At the same time, the movie showed gay
culture in the same family. Magdalena’s cousin was
gay. He was living with his uncle and Magdalena,
because his own family did not accept him as day.

the end, Magdalena'’s father knew that she wasi¢elli

country. When they arrived in the US, the governmen the truth about being a virgin; it is something rdei

put the Africans in jail because of some abolitstsi
who were fighting for freedom. The Supreme Court

that sometimes happens. They forgave each otlder an
they continued being a family. The party happened

Chamber wanted to know their origin: were they born anyway.

in Africa? It was a long process, however! They tad
be in jail and go through unfair trials. Abolitiets,

| recommend this movie because it shows us a
lot of lessons about the reality of our lives despur

Theordore Joadson and Roger S. Baldwin, fought a lodifferent cultures. | give this movie three stars.

for the slaves’ freedom. John Quincy Adams, who was

the president of the United States, fought to &beer
the slave. He said, “all men are equal... inalierabl
rights...life, liberty and so on and so forth.” &ily

Gretel, Nicaragua
High Intermediate Level

Why are they coming to America? What is the

the Supreme Court chambers gave them freedom and’American Dream” for Immigrants?

the gentleman carried the Africans back to their
homes.

The film “Death On A Friendly Border” talked
about Mexicans who want to immigrate to the U.S.A.,

For me, slavery is a bad thing; the worst is thebecause they are looking for a better life. On &yt

treatment. But, Europeans just used them the way
African kings were using them. In that time in Afij
many kings were fighting each other and the winners
took each other like slaves. Those slaves useatk w
on the winners farms. We have one adage that gays:
someone wants to steal or do something bad, he
always does it with someone who comes from the
country like a guide. If the Spanish did what tloi&y,
it was because they found the opportunity. | really
recommend this movie. I'm really sure you will enjo
it.
Esther, Benin
High Intermediate Level

When | started to study in the IEP house, |
didn’t know why we had to take American cultureaas
class. | have almost finished the first semedt&Si
and | realize that it is one of the most importantls
of knowledge that everyone, as an international
student, must know. At the beginning we felt shygl a
quiet, but then we started to understand “cultare]
it was very interesting. We saw movies about Asfinic
American culture, Chinese-American culture, Arab-
American culture and many others.

see many stereotypes about how Americans live, like
everyone is rich, living as high class citizens and
shopping every day, or the government is very éfgn
to people who live in the USA. The movie is called
Death on A Friendly Border, because many Latin
American people who decide to cross the border,
leaving their families behind, die crossing. Inxib®,
the farmer doesn’t make enough money so he wants to
go to America. They don't have a visa and it is
impossible for them to get a visa so they decidgoto
to America illegally.
Julio, Costa Rica
High Intermediate Level

The movie “The Long Walk Home” talks
about discrimination, about how white people were
segregated from the African American people pigor t
the Civil Rights Movement. For example, African
American did not have the right to go to certaincgks,
like a park. When they rode a bus, they had tmshe
back seats. They were discriminated against beaduse
their ethnicorigin; white people discriminated against
the black people based on their rate other words,
white people were racist. After Rosa Parks was

| decided to write a review about Quinceafieraarrested, the African American’s fought against the

It is time to talk about my own culture. It is afbo
family and how our own culture affects our livdsis
true that we celebrate our fifteenth birthday &nd i
means a lot for the family. In the movie, theywho
that when the little girl is fifteen, she becomes a

discrimination They staged a boycott. They did not
take the bus. They organized a carpool to helplpeop
get to work. Sometimes, they walked. | think that
gave the title to this movie, “The Long Walk Home.”
It was not easy for them to decide not take a buis,



they wanted to start the first stage of the cights ’
struggle. We're Such Bookworms!

Through the movie, we should not make the =
stereotypehat all white people were racist because R
there was one white woman who helped a lot of the g
black women. She gave them a ride, even though her ,
husband did not agree with her. Also this white \aom o D

gave value and respect to her helper (maid) assape , i

because, when a policeman ordered her childreatto g White i?ﬁg?g?;tsu\g?ﬁtag'%ﬁﬁ bi% ?Ll:rgz tI)EBma

out from park with a black nanny, she asked the WiIIiar’ns The story is set in :51 lar gand old ga@m

policeman to apologize in front of her helperhihk id : dch yl e the bi 9 d Wilb ' d

segregation was not fair. This was the beginning o spider name ariotte, the pig hame tiour, and a

the Civil Rights Movement. They fought with non I|tt|_e girl named _Fern are the main cha_racterse Th
animals are talking animals. When Wilbur was born,

violent acts. \ . , )
It is very important to watch this movie, Fern's father decided to kill the pig, because as w
very small and weak.

because it helped me to know the history of the las Fern fought to save Wilbur's life. Afteatther

fifty years. Through this movie, | saw two things: father let her take care of the pig like a babyheW

LOVE can change everything and it is a good weapon,, . . .
and, hate can destroy everything. As Susan chottr\a;lbgég’r(zf;;ﬁ gﬁg{ﬁenéi?(x:é ig?()ér??(lndtr\:\é ilbur to

said, "Anger helps straighten out a problem likara Zuckerman's barn. Fern, the little girl, came amo

helps straighten out a pile of papers.” In thenfil T .
- . . every day to visit Wilbur. The barn had all kinds o
white people destroyed some cars and relationships animals: cows, sheep, horses, etc. Wilbur hads be

with the African Americans but the power of lovesha friend named Charlotte. She was the spider. She

changed history until today. loved Wilbur and she always was writing words on he
web, high in the barn so that people came from
everywhere to see the unbelievable event.

This book is funny and sad. | liked it a lot,
especially when Fern asked her father, “If | hadrbe
very small at birth, would you have killed me?”
Absolutely, | recommend this book to everybody.

Blanca, Mexico
High Intermediate Level

Toromare, Madagascar
Advanced Level

Why did | choose to review “Finding
Forrester"? | thought it was the best movie at. IBEP
was very interesting. I'm not kidding. It was liga
awesome.

| think the movie was set in the 1990s. The
hero, Jamal, is a boy from Harlem. He was poor but
he has talent. His talent is writing. He didndnt to
lose his friends so he didn’t always study. Ong da
they were playing basketball in front of a strange
building. His friends said, “A stranger lives wgss$ in
the building.” Jamal and his friends think that
someone should go into the building. (Itis a Jd8e®
Jamal went into the building. This was the finste
Jamal and Forrester met. In fact, Forrester wasa
famous author. Later, Jamal realized this, but
Forrester didn’t want to show others. As a reshéty
kept this a secret. They became friends. One day,
Jamal’s professor didn't believe his writing skills
Jamal was upset. Forrester knew it and he detided
help him. Because of Forrester, Jamal was alije to
to school and graduate. | was jealous of their
friendship. When Forrester died, he thought about
Jamal. Jamal thought about Forrester, too.

GiHun, Korea
High Intermediate Level

In The X-Files,a strong disease is killing
prisoners. The characters who are facing thislpnob
are an ecologist, 14 prisoners, a lawyer, the BBl,
Bug, and the CDC (Center for Disease Control).sThi
problem started in the forest of Costa Rica. An
ecologist found dead volunteers and found something
wrong on their bodies, like boils and bugs. Hethat
bugs into a bottle and sent it away, but somebody
received the bottle by mistake. He sent it to the
Cumberland jail in Virginia and one of the prisaner
received it. He was the first person who got sicH
died, because if the bug bit someone, only 36 hours
later, the person died. Four prisoners escapexl the
jail and the FBI started to investigate, and a oloct
started burning the cadavers. A lot of people were
involved in the problem and died. Finally, Dr Osiner
was sick too and one agent of the FBI. But Deddi
only the FBI continued finding a cure and lookig f
the prisoners infected. The last prisoner theyndbu
was going to Toronto, but he couldn’t escape, beeau
they found him before. He was in a serious cooniti



of sickness after a traffic accident. The ambutanc
police, TV news and a lot of people arrived at that
place. Finally, the FBI found the last man befdris t
plague claimed more lives.
Alma, Guatemala
High Intermediate Level

What is the American Dream?

“The American Dream is a subjective term usually
implying a successful and satisfying life.”
It is “the widespread aspirations of Americansive |
better than their parents did.”
Answer s resear ched and provided by;
Muhanned, Saudi Arabia
High Intermediate Level

Words from the Wise

(Advanced Writing and Grammar students reflect on
their own learning experience, offering letters of
advice to others who may be considering studying
English)

Dear Friend:

Hi, my friend! How are you doing? | am
sorry that | could not write you before now, binalve
been pretty busy with my English classes. Let rie te
you that since | came to the United States, | len
studying English in order to understand American
people as well their culture. Besides, it has lzeen
great experience for me, because in school | haate m
a lot of people from different parts of the worlith
as Africa, Asia, the Middle East, and Latin America
All of them are excellent people; it has been wohude
for me to get to know them and their cultures tigiou
English.

Of course, it has not been easyrfe.
Learning English has taken me a lot of time to
understand. Finally, | think that | have mada\iell
at least, | can understand American song lyrics. |
remember when | was in Mexico, you and | used to
hear English songs and sometimes we invented our
own lyrics, because we did not know a lot of Erglis
That was really funny!

Learning English is difficultubnot
impossibleamiga. If you have the opportunity to
learn English or any other new language, pleasé don
waste time. Believe me, it is a window to meet pthe
worlds different from our own. As you know, | have
been studying English for 3 years or more. Irital
time, | have been trying to improve my English by
reading English books. It is an excellent wayetarh
how words should be written as well as to build new

vocabulary. | like watching TV programs, from which
I have learned a lot. This part has been diffjcult
because in the TV programs people speak faster.
However, | enjoy understanding each episode. Amothe
nice way to improve my English is by making friends
with people who don’t speak my language. It is good
because | can practice my pronunciation as well as
have a good time with them.
Therefore, amiga, if you want to leamgksh
or any other language, you have to love it, enfoy i
understand it and, of course, improve your skillg i
every day through different exercises that migiyp he
your knowledge of your new language grow. So this i
my advice to you, dear friend. | hope this letteips
you a little bit.
(In Spanish, “amiga” means “friend”.)
With love, your friend,
Toni , Mexico
Advanced Level

Dear Mohamma®
If you intend to learn English as a second
language, you will find me the first one who will
support you in this, because English is the most
popular language in the whole world. I’'m sure that
you will need it in the future, but you will notde it
very quickly or easily. You should first learreth
inner workings of the English language; you should
understand English grammar and the writing rules,
because these are the most important things initegar
English. However, if you plan to study English in
United States, | think that IEP is the best plackearn
English.
Your best friend®
Tameem, Saudi Arabia
Advanced Level

Dear friend,

I am very glad to have the opportunity to write
this letter to you. | hope you are fine, surrountigd
your family there in Mexico.

I have good news for you. Do you remember
when you were here in Harrisonburg and you wanted
to look for a place were you could learn English?
Well, this is the good news | have for you: a fdeni
mine told me about IEP at Eastern Mennonite
University. For some reason | hadn't found out kghe
it was, but now | am in my second semester. lyeal
like attending English classes, because at the same
time as you are learning how to write, read andlspe
English you have the opportunity to learn about
American culture and others different cultures from
countries around the world.



Also, the teachers and staff are a group of
friendly people who are very happy to assist yodi an
teach you the best way they can. | want to enceurag
you to think about IEP. In order to sharpen your
English skills more, this is the best choice yon ca
make.

Greetings to all your family.

Your friend,
Bacilisa, Mexico
Advanced Level

Dear friend,

| have no greater joy than to hear that you
want to learn English. Whoever loves learning fove
knowledge. Learning a new language is like being
born again because you have to learn a new way of
speaking and writing. First, you should think oLy
goal. Ask yourself, “Why do | learn English?”
Geofery Abert said, “The most important thing abaut
goal is... having one.” Therefore, you should
organize your time; be ready to do homework. A
teacher could not do a miracle without your effort.
Success is a journey, not a destination. Sometymes
might want to give up when you are learning
grammatical rules or methods of writing. Keep going
never give up. Albert Einstein said, “In the maldf
every difficulty comes opportunity.” | read an aké
in my reading class and took a lesson from thikboo
The author said, “Consider your mistake as
information, rather than as something unsucceésful.
Keep in mind your goal. If you want to see progress

complete your assignments from your teacher. IEP is

like a signpost to guide you in learning Englisht b

Come to IEP (Intensive English Program)
Have fun and learn English very fast
Learn to speak, read and write English
For more information call 432-4059
Or
Visit our website and register at: www.emu.edul/iep/

Hector, Honduras
Lower Intermediate Level

Want to enjoy learning English?
Want to meet people form all over the world?
Please come to IEP (Intensive English Program)
Aream, South Korea
Lower Intermediate Level

UnBEARably Cute

(Authentic Chinese jokes courtesy of Kai, Lower
Intermediate Level)

Joke 1: All the animals come together for the panda’s
birthday party and ask the panda about his birthday
wish. The panda says: “Well, next year | don’t wiant
have black ears, and | want to take a color piabfire
my self.”

Joke 2:*Why are bears always the last ones to wake
up in Spring?”

“Because no one is brave enough to wake them up!”

The Final Word

you are the one responsible for your success. Take \what an honor it has been to have each of youaas p
your time to read some books and newspapers, watchsf the |EP family. Thank you for giving us the

T.V. This will help you to improve your English.
Theory without practice does not work. Every day,
to use a new word and use it in your own sentences.
Also try to find an opportunity to talk with a nati
speaker. Having a conversation partner is very
helpful.

To sum up, the beginning of knowledge is the

discovery of something we do not understand. If yo
can imagine it, you can create it. If you can dréam
you can become it. Get learning English, get
understanding.
Toromare, Madagascar
Advanced Level

Ads for [EP

(Designed by studentsin our Lower Intermediate
Wkiting and Grammar class)

opportunity to be part of your journey. It has been
wonderful semester for both faculty and students!
Maria Esther Showalter, IEP Interim Director

A Improve your English skills!

A Enhance your education!

A Press forward in your career!
Please contact | EP at (540) 432-4059, email iep@emu.edu
or see our website at www.emu.edu/iepfor more
information

The writings in this edition of thiEEP Times were
produced by the students who are studying in ttie I
during the Spring Semester, 2007. Thank you to th
students and the teachers — Barbara Roberts, Anal
Kratz Mathies, Sandy Cox, June Lantz and Christi
Kramer - for their contributions, and to Sarah
Huffman for the layout of this edition. The intar
director of IEP is Maria Esther Showalter.
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