
Art (ART)

111 Foundations of Design	 3
As a foundation to the visual and communication arts program, this course emphasizes 
visual skills and creative problem-solving related to principles of design in two-dimensional 
art. Students explore the elements of composition and color theory in a hands-on studio 
environment.

141 Drawing	 3
This course is designed to develop confidence in drawing and build basic drawing and 
perceptual skills. A variety of drawing media, techniques and conceptual approaches will 
be used.

*181 Three-Dimensional Design	 3
An introduction to three-dimensional design principles necessary for making everything 
from chairs to site-specific and sculptural forms. Individual and collaborative design 
processes are a focus. (Spring 2012)

251 Painting	 3
An introduction to painting in water-mixable oil or acrylic media. This course is designed to 
develop confidence in painting along with basic techniques and perceptual skills. A variety 
of approaches are used. 

*261 Papermaking	 3
An exploratory course in handmade paper as an art medium. Topics covered will include 
sheet forming, shaped-screen laminating, embedding, embossing, free and mould casting, 
pulp painting, collage and assemblage techniques. A variety of vegetable fibers will be 
introduced and integrated papermaking with other arts will be explored. An introduction 
to the origins and development of paper, its use in history, the ecological and cultural 
implications of making paper and the work in paper of contemporary artists will provide a 
broad context for this medium. (Spring 2011)

*262 Printmaking: Relief and Screen	 3
Relief printmaking is an ancient form favored by contemporary artists in which images are 
printed on paper from wood and other materials. Screen printing is a newer process in which 
ink is forced through fabric onto paper and other materials. These processes are used to 
develop rich, colorful prints with an emphasis on visual ideas and technique. (Fall 2010)

271 Ceramics	 3
An introduction to the basics of clay work using hand-building techniques such as pinch, 
coil and slab construction and a potter’s wheel. Students participate in centuries old ceramic 
traditions and explore ceramics in contemporary art contexts. 

321 Survey of Western Art	 3
A thematic approach to the history and appreciation of Western art which examines the ways 
in which religious, social, political and philosophical concepts have been expressed in art. 

*322 Survey of World Art	 3
A thematic approach to the history and appreciation of art outside the Western mainstream. 
(Spring 2011)



*323 Survey of Modern and Contemporary Art	 3
An introduction to modern and contemporary art with emphasis on the interpretation of 
artistic production within its historical, political, social, cultural, and theoretical contexts. 
Issues to be addressed may include the meaning of originality in art; the relationship of 
art and mass culture; how the institutional framework for viewing art can influence or 
determine meaning; the rejection of studio–based art; and art as it confronts the issues of 
the day. (Spring 2012)

*391 Junior/Senior Art Seminar	 3
This course uses a combination hands-on and discussion format to study individual and 
contemporary methods, theories and professional practices in art. Course readings and 
related research are primarily dictated by special abilities and interests of students who will 
work in a chosen medium or mixed media. Prerequisite: junior or senior art, photography or 
digital media major. Open to non-majors with consent of instructor. (Fall 2011)

*397 Elementary School Art Methods (Art Education)	 2-3
A study of the aims and philosophy of art education in the elementary school with emphasis 
on child development through art. Students will experience art techniques and materials 
suitable for children from Pre-K through grade 6 with emphasis on appropriate motivational 
and teaching methods. Topics to be covered may include: the role of art in society and in the 
schools; fundamentals of art; sequential and discipline based art curricula; teaching strategies; 
art motivation; art integration with the sciences, social studies, and cultural understandings; 
evaluation; teaching art history, criticism and aesthetics; writing instructional objectives and 
lesson plans; and teaching art production. Field experience in the elementary setting is a 
component of the course. Admission to teacher education and ED 351 may be prerequisites. 
A two-credit option without a practicum is available for students who are not pursuing Art 
Education. (Fall 2011)

*398 Secondary School Art Methods (Art Education)	 3
A study of the aims and philosophy of art education at the secondary school level. Secondary 
School Art Methods will include advanced studies of curriculum and lesson design and 
integration; classroom organization and management techniques; delivery of art courses as 
electives; teaching art history, aesthetics, and evaluation; teaching art production appropriate 
to the adolescent; and the function of art in the schools and community. Students will 
understand contemporary issues in art education by examining research history and 
philosophy of art education. The relationships between developments in education as a 
whole and art education will be explored as well as adolescent creative learning styles and 
development. Field experience in a secondary art setting is a component of the course. 
Admission to teacher education and ED 351 may be prerequisites. (Fall 2011 or as 
arranged)

399 Art Internship	 3
Provides students with an opportunity to integrate theory and practice by working in 
a professional art/design-related environment. Consultation with and reporting to the 
faculty advisor guide the student’s experience. Travel and other expenses are the student’s 
responsibility. Can be done during the summer. Grading is on a Pass/Fail basis. Prerequisite: 
Junior or senior status; consent of instructor.



443 Advanced Drawing	 3
Further development of drawing techniques, visual processes and experimental approaches. 
The capacity to change one’s perspective and habits and an openness to taking risks are 
encouraged. This course is for students who want to explore drawing in its own right, 
strengthen work in other media through enhanced drawing skills, or connect drawing with 
other arts or disciplines. Advanced investigation into physical, intellectual and emotional 
aspects of drawing. Content development, individual direction and creative voice are stressed 
along with further development of drawing skills. Emphasis is placed on independent 
inquiry and self-directed initiative. Prerequisite: ART 141.

*453 Advanced Painting	 3
Further development of techniques and visual strategies using oil and acrylic media. 
The capacity to change one’s perspective and habits and an openness to taking risks are 
encouraged to understand various ways artists approach structure and meaning in painting. 
Advanced investigation into physical, intellectual and emotional aspects of painting. 
Content development, individual direction and creative voice are stressed along with further 
development of painting skills. Emphasis is placed on independent inquiry and self-directed 
initiative. Prerequisite: ART 251. (Spring 2012)

*473 Advanced Ceramics 	 3
Further development of techniques and visual strategies using ceramic media. Advanced 
investigation into physical, intellectual and emotional aspects of ceramic work. Content 
development, individual direction and creative voice are stressed along with further 
development of technical skills. Emphasis is placed on independent inquiry and self-directed 
initiative. Prerequisite: ART 271. (Spring 2012)

492 Senior Studio Practicum	 4
Each student will produce a thesis project for the senior art major exhibit consisting of a body 
of focused, coherent artwork in a chosen medium and direction. Students proposing work in 
media beyond the scope of the art curriculum must obtain approval for their project from the 
instructor. Students working in ceramics must have prior experience in reduction firing. The 
course is structured around independent studio work with individual and group critiques, 
discussions of issues in contemporary art and professional practice. Professional practices 
related to preparation and installation of the art major senior exhibit or the senior photography 
major. The Digital Media major will do a major production in the medium of choice (video, 
internet, interactive design). ART 492 is required for all art, photography and digital media 
majors during the senior year.

499 Independent Study 	 1-3


