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Coun 577 

Spirituality & Religion in Counseling






1 Semester Hour
Annmarie Early, Ph.D.

Office Hours: By appointment



COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This seminar course is offered across all semesters of student training.  While topics of spirituality and religion in counseling are integrated across the curriculum, this course provides an integrative focus to these topics.  Students will explore their own spiritual faith history as it impacts their work with clients, and will gain clinical skills in working with client issues of faith and spirituality.
COURSE OBJECTIVES:
1.  Students will gain insight into various faith experiences.

2.  Students will develop awareness and sensitivity through reading, assignments and activities in working with issues of faith and spirituality in counseling. 

COURSE FORMAT:

This portion of the course is self-directed.  Students will be expected to attend the three seminars each semester offered on Wednesday’s during the lunch hour and complete an immersion experience.
COURSE PROCEDURES:
Assignments

1.  Each student will attend the 3 seminars offered on Wednesdays during the lunch hour each semester.  

2.  Each student will choose an immersion experience to engage over the academic year.  The purpose of the assignment is to allow students to encounter issues of spirituality and faith that they otherwise might not and to explore how this influences their work as a counselor.  The student will discuss immersion options with the professor before engaging in the project of their choice.  Possibilities include:  Visiting a community of faith, other than their own, for a number of weeks; Visiting a variety of different religious communities; Meeting 3-5 times with an individual of a different faith orientation and discussing culture, values, and religion; ….

3.  The student will submit a 5-7 page paper integrating their learning over the course of the year including Wednesday seminar topics, readings and their chosen immersion experience.  The paper offers an opportunity for the student to explore issues of religion and spirituality as it relates to their work as a counselor

Reading 
Students who have not already read the required text, and selected and read an additional 150 pages of readings, will be required to do so by the end of the academic year 2010-2011.  

Academic Honesty:

Good academic work must be based on honesty.  The attempt of any student to present as his/her own work, that which he or she has not produced, is regarded by the faculty and administration as a serious offense.  Students are considered to have cheated, for example, if they copy the work of another, or use unauthorized notes or aides during an examination or turn in their own paper or an assignment written, in whole or in part, by someone else.  Students are guilty of plagiarism, intentionally or not, if they copy material from books, magazines, or other sources without identifying and acknowledging those sources or if they paraphrase ideas from such sources without acknowledging them.  Students guilty of, or assisting others in cheating or plagiarism on any assignment, quiz, or examination may receive a grade of F for the course involved and a report of this incident will be filed in the dean’s office.  Repeated violations will invoke a disciplinary process.

Disability Statement

If you have received services in the past related to a learning disability or attention deficit disorder and/or feel you may have such a problem in this course, please make an appointment to speak with me or with the Coordinator of Student Disability Support Services in the Academic Support Center, Library, 432-4233.
Calendar
Fall Semester

September 22

Spirituality Seminar (12:15-1:15)
October 20

Spirituality Seminar
(12:15-1:15)
November 17


Spirituality Seminar(12:15-1:15)
Spring Semester



January 19


Spirituality Seminar(12:15-1:15)




February 16

Spirituality Seminar(12:15-1:15)

March 16


Spirituality Seminar(12:15-1:15)
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